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eneſs unto it. He watereth his Vine- © I/ 27: 5 * 
ul d every Moment, and keepeth it Night 
1 N 65 24 * common Seed requireth Time be- 
ore it be Hpenge NN by Degrees to that Ripe- 
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epeth Ris Houſe, his Goods — 
evils kiy out themſelves to have an undifturhed. Pof- 
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way become the Matter of the exerciſed. r 
een Concer; viz. Ignorance of GOD . 
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broken as to the Reign und Power, when it teally 
Wometh the exerciſed Perſo oer b Burden; 3 and 
W not ſuch a Weight aspr _—_— 
au Difcouragement, or declining unto @ Sort 
| tas deſpondency. But upon the: contrary, the eve 
rome ef theſe Evils — | 
cel inciteth him unto a — le Fire W 
s (che inſtituted Means, with u &reful at- Job 34. 375 | 
ite ting upon the LORD fox the Fruit of 32 
e of ee aeg derte e, il k. found g 
remain e, wi a- 
e AWparty' and ns further 2 of hving 
den in a ſuitableneſs unto that hich & pleaſeth the 
is Ia to manifeſt concermiiig himſelf, and of the fecrer 
epo ta rf the'Convichon 
n As 5 5 "whereof 


and thus the Soul is raiſed to efteem the Light off 


GNP +l 


| \ SL. - | 

D. .73* 24 whereof he n eſfectually Home 
Fo: 303 2. the reſpective Iſſues of the Believer's Cc 
„ Ales. (.) It is in like manner a confirmig” 
Evidence of the forementioned Rootin g, when the P. 
fon ſeeth ſtill more and more of the Worth and Exc 
lency of the Light, or rather of him who is the Lizhlf 
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5p Knowledge' of the Glory: of GOD in 
Tf. 4. 6, 7. Face of Jeſus Chriſt, e 8 
27. 4 & ly it is, namely incomparably preferali 
43. 3, 4. to all ſecular Injoyments. Now that i 
L.Qight is of ſo high a Value, as was men 
oned, will 5 appear, if we conſider that it IF 
(if I may fo defign it) the Source or Fund of Faitlff 
2 and all who fear GOD, know that the 
455 54:13- of Religion dependeth upon ſaving Faith 
Jer: 31.34. which Faith is only wrought, preſerv 
John 6. 44, and drawn forth by the Influences of H 
487. © ven. I repreſent this with the greif 
+ Ig * 3 for 7 — the eminent EX 
Jency of ving Light, is not, nor can 
be known, nor the — and determined 
put a juſt Value upon it, without enjoying the T 
it (elf. 1 may compare it unto, and do really think 
Isa Part of that which the Spirit of 
Rev. 3: 17, LORD deſigneth by the white Stone, 
18. the new Name, which none know: 
laue theſe who have them. They, 
they alone, who have choſen that better Part, . 
know its true Value. And the juſt Impreſſion, wii 
iuitable Eſtimation of the Bleſſings tha. 
Luke 10. ſelves, is only attained and made to gr! 


42. by the Enjoyment. (3.) It is a furl, 
N 84. 11. Evidence of the Seed its having t 
12. en Root, when the Fear of the .LORUE7" 


imprinted upon the Heart, and is fu 
extended through the Thoughts, Affections, Wer, 
and the whole Converſation of the: exerciſed Perl, 
over which it beareth an univerſal Sway, The Gro 


n a | 
f this is manifeft;; becaule che Fear of the I/, 66. t, 2. 
LORD is both the leading Principle, and Max: 10.28. 


Wand therefore when this ſweet and reveren- 10. 
I Fear is deenly riveted upon the Heart, Eccl. 12. : 
e Whole of Religion muft accordingly 13, 
Noe its Seat there. (4+): Seing the Nature 5 3 28. 28. 
our Sin and Fall confiteth '— our depatt- 
gg from the LORD, and turning in to Self and theCrea- 
e, it muſt needs be a clear and ſatisfying Mark of x 
ed s having taking Root, when Self hath gotten itsfa 
cd irrecoverable Stroke; which I ſincerely think is = 
Wſlicted, when the Believer is more and more habityat- 
8 unto the pleaſant and 2 Dut 
denying himſelf, taking up his Cro 
ly, and Jollowieg the of More 24. & 10. 
cularly,' it is a latisfying Evidence of * be 
He's being brought down, when the Be- Aeta 34 
err is effectually and ſenſibly zaiſed above 
acting from and for Self, and is ſweet- 
inured to à living the Life which he liv- Gal 2. 20. 
n in the a | EY 5. 
; | 8 07 w Expe&ations rom % . 
| if and the Creature, are graduallydrained 0 N 
, and r . 
e upon the Things which are above, 

© going ing out of the whole Man to- 
— uch Things by the Prayer of Faith. C z: i, 25 
D lo demonftrateth the Rosting © | 
Seed, when the Believers. 7 
dre and more watchful over bis 


1 


* ad tabeh careful an k O- a 


* them, not * to bh of 20, 21. 
iefe Opportunities to aver with ſome 
oper Fruit. - Thisis taught us in the Pa» Narz5:14. 
dle of the Talents. An EIT Ar 
e clear to this Purpoſe, which ma Mark ij: 
Ed. Finally, (e.) It may, "bd. of of U . 
er . own. n. for Gearing 


omprehenfive Summary 86 all Religion: Hal. 111. 
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careful about the Seed; much concerne uri 
and very cautious left it receive Hurt, either by unſdun 
and unwholſom Docttine, or an untemder Converſaif 
on, and in whatſoever 'Way it may be otherwiſe e 
damaged. And hence it is that Chis Sheep, who bi 
a ſupernatural Inſtinct, underftand his Voice, will bf: 
very loth to hear the Voice of a Strange 
Pro: 19:27. or to liſten to the Inſtruction of him *y 
Job 10. 7, —_ to err from the Words of Kno 
. $ ſe . tis therefore the eonoerning Buff 
1 ſine theſe whom the LORD is carry 
effetuglly towards'the'preat End, ti 
n * Is 5 the appointed Means; enquire ail | 
447 175 fr. gentiy inte ks State of Ordingnoes; aff 
do try hel irits for that Effect. S0 wa 
ina few Words for the ating of the Setd. {1- 
next to propoſt ſome Queties relative. unte its bs W: 
7 Reſpe& unto whichy Tall take under View uMfulti 
re, Way and Signs of South; « „and ſhall bot ſu 
ö Th togch the two former, {do eps more particula 
g ' ine the Fiche 
Ne 1 Fee Eden the Nature'sf the Seed 
. Growth What is it to * in Giaes 451 
\ 4% We mut nee at n Here! n gracio 
Tranintiöft ** Du 1 0 ene f. Pow 
P22, to Vo 0 'Growth can hav cef 
4 109 == ard dg re rn de got! 
0 85 5 an An 4 
Joy 35 15 8 e ktije Vine dhe bent abſo ID | 
atth: 13: 2 FOE che pat ruit in ti 
. 5 Vine, ui manifeſt“ e Nats 
te Growth is mortly G and fully e 
homes 31. preſfed in chat Paſſage, e Reninat 
E iI W in take Root do wat 
at Fruit U ae niefs e Which Al 
45 'T un Kan 5 b ese (Growth; nt deepf up 
rooting, with à pr janed Increaſe, more eſpet all = | 
BP e three compretiettive Particulars von 
ligtitnir 


el 


Cal. 2: 20, - forementioned Points, I intend to ſpe: 


4 839 g N 


| Z 
Light which is the Gros Fund of it; by which if 
is preſerved and nouriſhed, as alſo the Adherence, De 
pendence, and Confidence, or fiducial Strength, Ap 

pPlwlication, and Eftabliſhment of the lame 
2 Pet: r: 5. or a firmer Settlement of the Habit, and MW: 
Luke 17: 5. proportioned Increafe in every Thing be 
John 6: 69. longing” unto. it. But ef this, and oth 


Fobn 3: 33. more clolsly in the Sequel: And fo. mui 
Mark 5:36, - ſhall ſerve fot'a Hint at the Nature of th ert 
Ec. — "Growth. Before I proceed: to clear th 
| Way and Manner, I deduce this one Cau 
tion, namely, that we ought to beware of taking a mee 
Shadow of Growth, in ſtead of a real Advancemen 
Sometimes Vines, and other Plants or Seeds, come u 
by a Sort of luxuriant Increaſe, which diſſipateth ti 
Strength of the Seed in fruitteſs Branches, Blades q 
Leaves, and rendereth a cutting off theſe, and a pruniofÞ00n 
to the very Roots to be moſt neceſſary, as wit 
out which, little or no juſt and ſolid Increaſe cou 
be expected And hence there is no Ground to miſt 
the Diſpoſal of Providence; which bringeth Perſoſ 
very low, who otherwiſe may have the Root of ti 
Matter in them (and even aſter ſome what of Impro. 
ment) when the Growth is not ſolid, but in ſtead the 
of, the Perſon is like to Joſe himſelf in a Maſs of Na 
ons, Debates, and empty Shews of a fair and painted Pi 
feſſion, of which I might ſpeak more particularly, 
that theſe judicious Perſons, for whom my Remarks 
principally intended, will underſtand ſufficiently t 
which I defign, without any further Deduction. I ſh 
next go onto the Way of Growth; with Reference 
which, Þ propoſe this ſhort Queſtion. Sts: 
Query V. In what Way doth the Seed of ſavit 
Grace grow and advance towards a compleat Mat 
ny? 25 ny 
Anſ. I muſt confeſs, That there are many Things 
lative to this Head, which I find uneaſie and impoſlid 
to be opened, or rather not poſſible for me to nl 
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The Effects are indeed clear and perceptible in their 
own Nature, (tho often much hid from the exerciſed 
A perſon) but the Way of Advance is à great deal more 
Mobſcure, notwithſtanding, without adventuring into ſo 
great and unpenetrable a Depth, I ſhall repreſent a few - 
Generals, as lo many Properties of this forementioned 
rowth, which may ſerve to illuftrate the ſame ; yer 
reſcinding from the more direct Signs, which I intend 
o treat afterwards. (t.) True Increaſe is ſolid ; I un» 
erſtand its having a ſure and ſtrong Foun- | 
ation, viz. the Rock Chrift, and its be- Mat. 7: 24 
ag raiſed towards its compleat Height in 1 Cor: 10: 4. 
— and ſtable Manner, yet ſtill and on- 1 
5 upon the Rock; for it ought to be reckoned, and 
Will be accounted by the Believer, upon the Scoxe of 
ee Mercy, that the Wood, Hay and Stub- : 
se which ne reared up upon the Founda- x Cor: 3:124 
lon, be mercifully. burnt up; moreover, 13, 14, 15. 
1this Cafe, the Fabrick (may I fo allude) 7 
dul like unto a vaulted Work, that's, the ftronger the 
zaWreater the Weight be which is raiſed upon it. (2.) The 
ſofÞeliever's Growth dependeth intirely upon theſe gra- 
F ious Influences of the Spirit of Chriſ t. 
"OV rich ate only conveyed through the Gal. 2: 20. 
hel haunel of the new Covenant; and there- Jai: 59:21, 
Jarre all theſe who are exerciſed to Godli- e e. 
Pills, will humbly and carefully wait for 
„em in the Exerciſe of Faith, eſteeming, 
nd diligently improving. the Means and 
aſons of Graee, (3.) The Chriftian's. 
Wicreaſe is not ſudden, but gradual, being 
this, Jike unto the ordinary Growth of 
eds or Plants: Nevertheleſs, it is ſome. 
avi mes quicker, and at other Times more 
en's Ong x; ta thn | 
sor grieving the irit. Great-are the- 
11 _— in theſe Regards, both as to Per- 
plains and Things: N n 
11 e 2 
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Ic 3 
N cory will ca 5. &.9 and even the neaneſ} 
eakling amongft his Children, compleatly thoroy 
| every Stage of their Chxiſtian Courſe, until they arrive 
happily at the End of their Work and Way 
1 Pet: t: 53. the Salvation of their Souls. (4. The BY 
No. x6: 20. liever's Progreſs is attended with mat; 
Fohn x0s Conflicts, and the LORD carrieth hi 
28, 29. through much Oppoſition, ſeing, while 
Philip: 4 26. here, he is ſtill in the Throng of bis Ene 
mies, both within and abour him. Thi 
Gat: 5 17, Fleſh will always ftrive againft the Spirir 
24. and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and ou 
Eph: 6. tt, Wreſtlings are againft more formidabi 
Col: 3: 1,2. Enemies than Fleſh and Blood, even Pri 
» 5. * © cipalities and Powers. From "which Pr. 
perties I deduce theſe two ConſeQaries: 
which may, through the LORD's Bleſſing be of goo 
Uſe for Light and Direction, in all the Concerns of ou 
Work and Warefare. (t.) That Religion, in its Lift 
and Power, is an earneſt Buſineſs, and Matter of deer 
and concerning Exerciſe; and hence it is, that it can 
not conſiſt with our giving Way to Slot 
Mark rzz The Warning which our LORD " 
35 36, 37. one and all, viz. Watch, ought to 
fully adverted unto in all Thin whit 
belong unto Life and Godlineſs. It is moſt dangera 
to ſleep before a watchful Enemy, War requireth 
great Deal of Vigilance; no Advantage can be attaint 
— maintained otherwiſe, as might be particularly ſpeciſdi 

fied,” were it neceſſary. (2.) — a reth from the Pref: 
miſſes, That no Advanta gained, or may b 
ſafely reckoned upon in — but ſuch as reſulf 
from a real diminiſhing of the Power of our Enemies 
ſeing in War we muſt judge concerning the Strength o 
the one Party, by the weakening of die other ; Sie his 
is not done i in this Caſe, nor can be iii any other Mang 
ner, than by fighting it out earneſtly an 

Mat: 11:12. fairly. No Capitulation, Compolition, o 
Hal 14 . oP other Way of * whatloe ve 
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vs of our Lord Jeſus, eſpecially while in his Agony, 


au his Enemies. We have a pleaſant Si- 24, 25. 


dude, and more than a Similitude of Rom: 6: 14. 


- * .. 


an 
nidifkſon of Adonijah, who had uſurped the Throne; 
roWreof/ ye may view the Hiftory in 1 Kings 1, from 
h WÞ 5. This Conſpiracy was defeated, and the chief 
in Whor thereof brought down, by their Wm 
zecliding Solomon's Right. My lord, thou 1 Kings 1: 
Pre. Aſſuredly, Solomon 'thy Son ſhall verſe 17. 

ly Uh after me. (z.) Theſe Bantels are 
eſulÞht in a Way of quiet and patient Wait- Pſak27: 24. 
es Þ yer not flothfully, but in a believing & 31: 24. 
th oflof every inftituted Mean: Foraſmuch & 40: 1. & 
rhicithis Work (which is wholly the rzo: 5, 6. 
WanfD's ) is not preſently finiſhed upon Mic: 7: 7, 
7 anÞPrayers of his People, whoſe Faith and, 8, 9. | 
n, oſence he requireth to be exerciſed, and Heb: 6: 12. 
deva have tried in this Manner. 9 


| I go. 


Solomon his Title againſt the Inſurrection and 


Signs of Growth, and particularly with Reſpe& to 


of that Faith, I ſpeak of a Perſon truly graciou 


- untowhich, I ſincerely think, That the one hath a 


ſpeak. (z.) I would have it adverted to, That it 
- fone tranſiert Skirmildes, or little Flights of Thou 


| 1Tim:4:5,8. their Meaſures from thence, as to 2 
Fob 23: 10, cher conſider their more tated Partelsffi 


; JI, 32. 


n — 
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I go on next to prapole ſome Queries relative to 


Juminartion, Humiſiation, and Faith; only 1 thin 
neceſſary firſt to repreſent two or three general Cor 
derations, as ſo many needful Preliminaries, that 
Way in the e Trial may be more plain and 
fie. (t.) When 1 reduce the particular Signs to 
forementioned Heads, I underftand them not ſo, 
they were really ſeparated, tho* I take them und 
ſeparate Conſideration towards the expreſſing of 
which I intend, with the greater Perſpicuity ; T 
That is, I do not fo underſtand the Thing, as if! 
mination were ſeparated from Humiliation, and eit} 
or both of them from Faith, and the more direct F 


whom all theſe are found, in à greater or ſmaller N 
ſure. Nevertheleſs, I have, in this, ſome Eye to 
native Connexion of the Things, and the Manne 
the LORD's working, both in the Beginning and 
greſs of a gracious and ſaving Change; with Relat 


Influence upon the other, namely, Illumination u 
Humiliation, and both of theſe upon Faith, and on 
divers Actings and Fruits thereof, which yet are ftill 
gether in every Child of GOD, of whom I only oi 


not ſafe to rake our Meaſures concerning Growth, il 


3 and Affections, which in this Matter, 
Hoſ: 6; 4. come to no ſolid or valuable Account 
P/al:78:34, willingly acknowledge, That even lig 
35. nflicts want not fomewhat of deſi 
Effects in Perſons truly gracious ; 5. 
rs viterly unſafe for any of them tot 


i Pet: 1: 7. Advance and Improvement : Let them 


Luke 22: the Furnaces and Siftings, which they 
dergo for that Effect. (3.) And hene 


hon 
ecic 


D 
me exerciſed Perſon ſlip Advance, according to 
the Succefs of more deciſive Battels, which is affuredly 
Neal, and will be ordinarly found proportioned unto the 


Jof Doubt, that the LORD will carry every Peliever 

arough the Thick of his Enemies; and to his great Ad- 
antage; forafmuchas, the Honour of our gracious 

Head is therein moft nearly intereſted, and therefore the 

Weed of the Woman ſhalt bruiſe the ſerpent's Head. The 
Battel is the LOR D's; and greater is he who 


NVord. In a Suitableneſs to theſe propol- Rom? 8: 28% 
hed Grounds, I proceed to the remaining Halt 1: 3. 
ueries. | 8 SET" 
Query VII. Which are the clear and fatisfying Evi- 
Eknces of ſpecial, ſaving and Far las oy Prey 4 

Anſ. Thefe, amongſt others of the ſame Nature, may be 
erortly confidered, (1.) As Light groweth, the Believer 
ecometh ſtill more deeply ſenfſble of his remaining 
laWarkneſs, and is more grie ved for, and aſhamed of the 
me. Until the Entrance of faving Light, he 1 


1 


[0 


ever attaineth a right and juſt mpreſſion as 2 
ont that Darkneſs ; and as the Light grow- _* 30 1 
un, ir will de found ſtill the more intole- 33 4 ng 
Joie unto him. From this it appeateth, 450. 
u What the LORD's teaching à gracious Perſon, and hi 
1, 'Wproving thereby, will ftiff render him more and mo 
0UShmble and tractable. Out empty Notions of fruitleſs 
ten Wd literal Knowledge puff us up; hut true | | 
unt ind faving Light fixeth the Root of hum. 1 Cor: 3:18; 
lig hedneſs of Mind ftill more deeply ane 


Greatneſs of the Conflict. And it is beyond all Mannet 


in the Believer, than he who is in the 1 Fobn 424% ; 
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eluimly;/ and thus the Inczeaſe hath 2 proportioned - 


J*Frrength and Solidity, like the Houſe founded upon 4 


to ock, which cannot be overturned, but is | 
d 2 Fally eſtabliſted by the Winds, Storms Mat: 7: 24 
nemſpd Tempefts which aſſault” it. (z.) As. x Cor: 8: 

ttelsſight incteaſeth, that Like, or rather, ne 33 
hey om the Light maniſeſteth, is ftt}} more 1 Pets 24 7. 
ene eetous in the Behiever's Eyes The Glory 


as 
dads 


— 8 * 5 — — 


Lie 

c Quit gad Are dif layed, es lapel 
on thereof accor y fixed upon the Heart; and ex! 

* tended to more — Views of his Perſon, Offices 
his Eftate of Humiliation and Exaltation; his Croſs 
and the whole of the Diſpoſure of his Providence: If 
all which, and in every other Reſpect, the Believer been 
holdeth, cometh, adoreth, and loveth him ftill more 
and more with his whole Heart. 1 may in this allude 
unta the Hiftory we ſind 1 Kings 10: 1, 2 
Aube 12: 3» Cc. and unto which our LORD te 
2. The Queen of Sheba was much taken 
. TY with the Happineſs even of the meanef 
31. Domeſticks of Solomon, becauſe of the Oc 
= caſions they had to hear his Wilſdor 
What then ſhall be ſaid of *rheſe, whoſe Eyes are opene( 
to behold a greater than Solomon ? Happy are thy Men 
| ( faid ſhe )) happy are theſe thy Servants which ſtand con 
tinually before thee, that hear thy Wiſdom. It was upot 
this Account that a royal Prophet, the Man accordin; 
to GOD's own Heart, preferred a Day ih 
Tal: $4:tc. the LORD's Couns to a Thouland F 
where, and chooſed rather to be a Door 
keeper in the Houſe of GOD, than a Dweller in th 
Tents of Wickedneſs; A View of this Glory cauſe 
Moſes to — 2 AMidion with _the People 

„ rat 


er.than to enjoy the Tags 
Heb: rt ** of Sin ſe Sn for a Seaſon, eſteeming the Repr 
25, 26. 


greater Riches than the Tan 

88 55 But what need I to ſpeak . 

Creatures ; our LORD rejoiced in Spirit, when he cor 
memorated the Happineſs of theſe, un L 
Maith: 11: whom ſuch Things are diſcovered, whiq; 
2E, 27. yet remain hid from the Wiſe and Pruden 
Luke 10: (3 ) The Increaſe of Light diſcovers it ſe 
21. from theſe ſtrong, ſweet, and infatiablh 
Pal: 63: 1 1, Deſires. ftill after more, which do not 
2. K 27: 4 to proceed from the Entrance theres 
Jai: 3317. This is a following on to know the ob 
; which reſulteth Near am 2 
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nc „ſaving Know Wa 5.24 the': | n D 
pure of All is, viz. His gaing it's: 1 . 
„sed as the Morning, and his coming; 
te the Soul as the wap ng It is far orh 
[Wiſe with-theſe who put the hand te the Pe! g* 7 
lough and look , thereby declaring? - - * 
emlelves io be unfit | * the Kingdom of GOD, The firſt 
eus in this Caſe, have indeed (ome. Sweetnels, and the- 
holder rejpicerh ; bur ah! it is only for: + 
Seaſon ! He who receiveth the Seed ino Rony Marth: 1 3. 
ces heareth the Word, and anon with 9 2 20, t. 

eth it; yet bath he no Root in himſelf, and 
Werefore endureth but for a while. In this Feb: 6: 4 
may percetvethe great and gn 15 & 10 277 
ant with: them who were once enliglined, 26, 27. 
| taſted of the. heavenly Gift, yet after wards 
away. In 0 wy, ion to all which, the Light of © 
Knowledge o the Glory of God in the Face of . 
ou Chriſt, or rather he whom that Light diſcovers, oh 
'Wacth, as ſaid is, {ill more precious: ian 

t Believer's Eyes; and hence it is, That - Ilan a6: 3% 

ies of his Soul to the LORD, and 
Remembrance of his Name, are more Philip: * 


Wlever's Gtowth in Light, the Diſeove -- 4 
þ of Sin id his Nature, Heart, and Way, go | 
| are further extended; and thus the ere 
liz till more ſilled with Shame and Sorrow, Which 
not diminiſned, hut truly heightned by the — 
2 and ſweet Perſwaſion, which the LORD vouc 
that all his Sins are pardoned :. Yea, in ftead c 
Diminution on this Head, the greater and more 3 
| Aſſurance of Faith is, the more through and kindiy 
his Sorrows ; ſeing evangelical Repentance is the” 
t and native Reſult of theſe D:ſcoveries, hy which 
Glory of Chrift is diſplayed unto” the Believer, 


dle Heart is melted by believing Views: 
him pon he had pierced. Ses for all Zedhe 1a 


. bung 9. 5,6 2 5 5, 65 Luke aer, EY 


Imore-inlarged. (4) According tothe! 1 4 H 


pion 4 WD _ yu 8055 F 
Sin and Death, th very Being of Sin as / RL 
becomes a Burgen ftill mot heavy and intolerableythe 
yet his Mind is fweetned in the folid, well foutided, un 
„ Adaüelicicus Gonfidence pf a compltar Deli 
„Ko: 7. 24. ry, whereof he already. enjoyeth pleaſag 
_ Hof ; Wire 44 nem and Beginnings, which are fil 
the Aſcendant, in the Courſe an. 
sofa faritifying:WorkW(s.)Groy 
.. N tant is ſtill . accbrding vn 
ir Ro; 16: 20. Its: \lnErbaſe :«cfor foraſmuch as the "GOD 0 
* 5 Glory, whom the Light diſcovery 19 
8 - 2, cordtagly . ſeen with 4 we rtioned lui 
1 Het: 11: 1. cafe of Perſpicacity byt e of Faith 
| Mat: 5: 8. hefides: chat, Abe Infloence of 5 
| Tenptasiens muſt needs be diminiſhed, i 
. Proportion to the Heliever Improvemet 
5 N I in the Knowleuge" "af or Lord and Savic 
dee br, inRepard that theſe Tem 
tations are entertained leſs ot more, according nf 
that Meaſure of Darkneſs, which our ſubti le temptig 
Adverſaries find in our Mind: On which and th lik 
. Grounds; the Renicval of that Darkene 
2 Cor: * by a clearet Luſtre of the Light: he Ku 
Dal: 1195 3 the Gloy of GOD ſinii in up 
Ws yet ag Meas Heart, will afluredly inlatgs u, and 
procme à runting im the Way of 
onde ae een, The Gee e 
- ual Invitarioh/-which we find; Hai: 2 3, 5 Fe A8 cle 
And pleaſant to this Purpoſe, O Houſe o 2 60 
ee e en: mall in the Light of the LO G5. ll 
Tao cheſe Things in any Meaſare; will narmomioulſ 
agree, That the Entrance of lpecialand ſaving Light, 1 
= with: the Efficacy thereof and a. walking in tl 
have as much of Heaven in them;'as'canreadily? 
epjoyed while the Believet is upon Eatth. And he 
{ the Echo of his Soul unto all thefewil 
mann found; as is expreſſed, biz. O ſenũ forth ii 
' Light and oy Truth, &c. Finally, (7 
LON e E d Ag » * 9 
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deacuagr the „ "IM * Wan 
toportionally - roms Sr, faydwith"Reference 
ntouthis; Tot forcible arexrighs 2 is in cis 
— —— by the Conyeyance:of Light, that the 
| LOR fi: puttetn forth his ogwintportit Fower; to Wo. 
Wrengrhning of all the Gtaces of the Spirit, tne pulli 


; of ev r 1 and —_— 75 8 ; 
ow an focver they may kits 
B+ and eben bn all poſlible Efforts to ann 


lad, and the — of Satan Kingdom lieth 

20 — * the HERES GOD 1—ð 4 * quite 
3 ay, biz, By enligutning, an urther 
the Nas er the Che of Light.” He 
ſe the: Things which-ars above, he ſetteth their 
geltions upon then and nus etHabletir them to mer- 
je they Meinbers h ure upon the Earth: And in 
Way nothing can ffand — — 
2 | Hand: ore an 4 

4 nay uerdr. Thus is t alb-Things \ Mark at 
| oſſible, yea; and facilituted 24. 
elievetn. The ee a4 {ak 
20 * Impr 


„ 

0 3 oy fo m. T Y < * fi 4 5 
un o the wery Spitit and 2 Cor: zer | 
ere * We know in of" en ee 1 
Experience; that che extracted Spi- 307 Joo 
doarny Thing hath great Deal more of John 6: 
e und Effect, than tine Subſtante of 4 - Sande 4 
r from Which ito i erated,” tnt. chat N 
ofa much greater ankity.“ 1 1 
hebe Heart, Thar alt is Lit aud 3 revealed | 
nh and that the Want of Effidacy r. ono 
Wt: Yerthis Want is ſupplied AT OY vita 
Tf vin6 theſe Adagces in the Lig of the Know 

je of the Glory of -GbUin'the Fack er Jeſus Chrin. 
ery VIII. In what Ways, and froin'which Nen 
the Believer diſcefn tie Reality and Increuſe of * 

wal Strength, with Reſpect unte Hunmliatbin ? 
Ain otdet to a note diſtinct e of this 


will be — 
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© RE: She: | 1 K f «ks ** 
hy Way of Preliminaties. 1.9 That Strength is abſ; 
lutely needſul both for acting and ſuffering, which 
clearly pointed at, 2 Tim: 2: f. wherein Timothy and 
of us in a Suitableneſs to our teſpectie Stations, are 1 
-quired to endure Hardneſs, as good Souldiers f N 
brit; and it is evident, that che oe and other of 
theſe are laid Ace unt vith by goad/Soulliers ; much Me 
Vivacity and Magnanimity for acting, and like wiſe Couſpati 
rage and Patience. for enduting Hardſhips. do neceſſaiſ de 
1j belong to the effectual Conduct and Management pu 
1 — cally eyes the A is Carried offfiati 
agai ong and numerous Enemies, (2% IypremiWor 
That in N r 1 
al Concern, the grand Hinderance hot h ot acting and ſuſſe 
fering magnanimouſly and pleaſantly, is a Power of 
dictedneſs to out on Inclinations, which ſway us in 
Meaſure proportioned unto the Power and Prevalen d 
= "Self ; and from this Source do all g 
Ni: 45: 9. mote daring or ſaĩ ih Murmutings againſufli 
Ko. 9. 2% a LC AD copioutly; procee han 
Such Repinings, whether more open end 
Covered, do quite unhinge our Spirits, and put us, 
were, out of Joint, that we are neitherin Caſe for 
g nor enduring; as an Arm disjointed, wholly, orie! 
moſt, is accordingly out of Caſe for any Motion, ot at h 
wmoveth uneafily, with Pain; and with little or on, 
DF ants And, with Reſpe& unto a receiving InftrutFand 
omthe LORD, the Fretfulneſs of our Minds makethqbe 1 
Hearts like unto a cracked Veſfel, which, tho? it ſonſſe 
way receive the Liquor poured into it, yet it can hond p 
one. I add, (3.) That the Source of all this is a gi th 
0 "Deal of Want as to Humiliation ;- the Nature of hi Non 
ua deſeribed in Anſwer to former Queries, Theſe ite; 
1 Conſiderations being previouſly laid down, the difti 
guiſhing Marks of real and grouring Humiliation mayer t 
e better underſtood ; and therefore for a more dirfflig 
Anſwer to the ptopoſed Queſtion, I offer theſe follofdve 
ing, (t.) The Strength of our Humiliation may be ſation 
Iy uied, WW and Compolif 
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F 1 25 g ; 
3 er be 
i of Tendency to procure Faintiſnneſs, 

r more direct and daring Irritation, tuch r Pets z: 8 


Ind when the Temper of the Spirit un- Heb. 11:26, 


14 3% # pag kt 
4 


ike ( notwithſtanding of à natural Incli- © 


derably ſtrong) I fincerely think, that this will be 
und a clear Characteriſtick of real and growing Humi- 
Jiation, - chiefly when in the LOR D's Cauſe, and the 


ith holy Zeal and CoutSge towards the appearin * 
de Intereſts of GOD's Honour according to the 
i . 4 Lighrand a e the * I 
More particularly, (2 & may t Zea 
2 Sten of — VP calm ol pot bear- 
g of Injuries, and theſe of a conſiderable-Degree, and 
flited by ſuch Perſons, in fuels a Way with ſo 
any aggravating Circumftances, as often concur to 
nder them not a little hainous. Spiritual Strength, 
d a conſiderable Meaſure thereof, is neceſſary in'this 
ſe to a 2 ag Wrong. Great and niemorable is 
e Example which we have recorded, Num: 12: 1, 2 


ngregation, eonſpired againft Moſet, who notwiih 
indin Z opened not his Mahn Compare 
nade lnftance of a greater than Moſes, as on John iS 7 
e Margin. The Apoſtle's convincing 22, 23. 
nd poſing mr is rematkable and clear Heb: 1. 3. 
or — Pu Why do ye not rather take 10 A 6: al 
| ? Why do Je not rather ſuffer "your 
e it — 10 be Pal wy: Wnich in the Caſe 5 
ſe Words relate, was a clear and poſitive Duty, ra- 
ter than that they ſhould have expoſed the *Chriftian 
in Religion to the Contempt and Mockery of its heathenith. 
dverſaries. (3-) I add to this a compaſſionate Diſpo= 
tion tow 8 the Injurers themſelves, without, through 
of Atac * 
_ - towa 


__ 


Reproaches, Revilings, and the like, 27 22, x" "ff | 
er theſe, intruly, in ſome Meaſure, Chrift- ' 30. „ 
ation unto Reſentment, which is in ſome Perſons con. 


oncerns of his Honour, the Soul is ordinartly/inflamed 


Se. When Aaron and Miriam, wien the Bulk of the 
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| Adele Parent) all Things & pale, - Had weBaig vi 

as 4 Grain of Muftard-teed, we might ſay (as ou 
| L Od expreſſeth it) unto this Sycomores 
Lube 17:6. tree, Be thau plucked up by the Roots, and 
Mat:17:26- "planted in the Sea, and it would obey ul 
| Theſe few Notes premiſed, I anſwer to the 
Query more ditectly and particulatly. (I.) We may 
underſtand the Incteaſe of Faith by the Growth © 
Light: I underſtand that ſpecial and ſaving Light which 
proceedeth from ſoveraigu and free Mercy upon the 
 LORD's Pas and as in us, is. a chief Ingredient in the 
Nature of this:Grace, is the Source or Fund of all the 

Motions thereof, and is extended throughout the 
Whole of the Believer's Way. He .whi 
* John 6 bath , heard, and learned of the Father 
44> 45 - «cometh unto me, ſaith out Lord Jeſus; and 
| i is evident, that he only doth; and will 
come unto him. But more particularly, this Light may 
be tried with Reſpect to the ſubſequent, great and im 
portant Heads, ( 2 Special and ſaving Light as to i 
N and Inereaſe, may be tried with Reſpect unu 

| the Covenant of Grace, as that Covenant 
+1 : 41: centereth in the Lord Jeſus,who-is * given, 
6. & & 8. for a Covenant to the People, and à Leade 
ö And Commander unto them. This Goſpe 
Covenant is of ſuch a Nature, that it cannot be right ” 
underſtood, without ſpecial Inſtruction, - conveyed He 
the Word and. Spirit into the Heart, in a Way of ſol 
Exerciſe and Experience. And whatſoever ſome maſih,,,, 
think, who otherwiſe profels Orthodoxy in their Sen 
ments concerning it, yet as the Set of Spirit, and Tenaſſ hi 
of the Way of all and every one in a natural Eftate rut 
out in a legal Channel; ſo a truly evangelical Temp 
and Converſation are only the Produ& of that Inſtructi 
on, which Fleſn and Blocd cannot beftows 


* Dat: 25. The ſecret of the LORD is with chem that fea 
24. 


Bim, * and ( as the Words rum in the Ori 
) his Covenant is with them; to make 


492 8. 
Covenant, Re __ 


arr. 17. 


* 2 us 
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riſa en ict 1 25 I Fart gut Whicli i 
Je Source and Lite of laving Faith, 3 fitly _ 
"Wy the enlightned Perfon's Acquaintance With the De- 
ces of evil Spirits, of which no doctrinal Account can 
Peu be given, that ſhall reach the exerciſed Perſon his 
Wariouſly circumftanced Caſes; and rho? the ſacred 
races of GOD afford us a compleat  Throughneſs of 
formation about theſe Things, yet the Accounts left | 
. there, can never be underſtood without an en- 
ids Work, by which theſe Intreagues are diſcover- 
ala efeated in Ave Courſe of our'ſpixittal Warfare: 
ind therefore the exerciſed Perſon's 518 > pros with 
e forementioned Subtilties, will a ſatisfyng 
vidence of a proportioned Growth of ſpecial and 25 — = 
gut. In this Reſpect the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 7 
2 declareth both in his own Name, a | 
Name of other Believers, that rhey were 2 Cor: 12 b % 
* ne of Satan's Devices. Bur 7 
1 the improving Chriſtian Pechme 
y acquainted with theſe following Clailes of 
* 12 198 towards the extingg 5 g ( were it 
at Me the Life of GOD in tne exerciled Perſon. 625 | 
hat Murderers and lying Spirits lay "out Wen | 
"With all their Power and Cunning, for Adem | 
e whole Face of revealed Tra, p ts op 
12 8 about, and ( if 8 Ya Denial of the 
e Syfteme' of revealed tine, This was the Aim 
FHell in that Courſe of Temptations, which we have 
trated Hal. 73. 42 Sy) ng at the "roar 
the real, ; — and 55 Fran Wobglan. & ? 
hich eenly attac upon ion of t e great 7 
ae of the wickedeſt of * Perſons, while'they who 
the LORD, and many who fear him greatly, 92 _ 


wan, and are Uke to be © eee under the Load 
ny great and intolexable Vexations and Troubles. 
Tue like Temprations 2 have repteſented, Mal. 3: 18. 
nd now we call the Proud Bappy, yea, they that work 
Wicketn ; are 5 up, yen, t at tempt God ave even. 
en W, Believer hath, under Hea- | 
| vents 


| * | von 8 Infiui 

and is accordl 
4 har Power and Cunning for darkning, defacing, an 
mhat which the L may have manitefted concerning 


9 


e Dept 

made well acquainted with the 

- this ſpeaketh "out the Reality and Increaſe of (avin 
Light, (z.), Thele lying Spixits do 0 : amploy 2 


were it poſſible ) extinguiſhing intirely the Fauth g 


his Rees v7. and the Believer his Intereſt in thi 
me. Gracious Perſons are liable to vario 
Tai: 4414, ng in this Regard; Zion ſgith, II 
N LORD Jar forſaken me, my GOD hath þ forgo 
Dat 77:7, en me. Hath he forgotten to be graci 2 
«+ not inſiſt upon Matter of F 
this. Only, in ſo far as the Believer h 
— 2 Grace, . in a Courſe of Wreſtlin Deer 
t to fe through theſe Miſts, and is raiſed to 
EP Settlement as to his everlaſting Eftate, in Opp 
tion to the contrary ſophiſtical e 5 
poet; | » 


plexing Fears, which our ſuktile Enemi 
y lafely reckon upon à good Impxovement as to th 
ecial and ſaying Light, of which. I now (4 
ur Enemies Mſg: are at all Pains for ftrengr g the 


arty within gur Boſoms; I mean every Las and 
gully our chief and Morher-carruptions, upon 4. ie 


aa 


y others depend, that in this Manner they me 
che g the ge Funk and all the ather Gr 
ces of the Spirit. Now, in fo fax as the Belieyer| 
raiſed to the underftangi the Devices of Hell in th 
Regard, and. is taught an L 40 e SH, t 


may x reckon be Theron | 

Mg: 23. matt 28 ig the Light, IVC 

* 3 bv Pfalmiſt) from nine Iniguity. 

thi " $ for che Branches af the Head, (3.) 
«I, 


may be tried 22 Reference unto 2 2 


mpreſſion of, an Aſſent unto what phi 
Ver ba ORD hath revealed in biet 
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Piſton of GOD me 
pre the ſpecial and proper 


8 jett of Faith 
is wholly, or at leaft, chiefly M 


object. It is through Faith we underſtand 


GOD: Zut that which I now ſpeak of, is | 

atirely and only Myftery, wheteof we have the Know- 
edge by Revelation alone, and by no other Mean: I 
ndetfiand Revelation, as the whole of the LORD's 
Wevealed Will is contained in the now wtitten Word; 
id hence « ſtrong and ſweet Aſſent unto theſe Truths, 


om the real, ſolid and growing Evidence of Light, : 


o clear and ſatisfying Mark of the Believer's Iricteaſe : 


lire Set of Spirit, and the whole of his Converſation 
nl} be ordered according to this Light, and the Aſſent 
thich floweth from ir, and is founded upon the Authes 


e, nos dejected by the other; ſeing the very 


w of the Warld is mow Vanity, neither 2 Core 4; 
the Sufferings of Time to be compared 17, 18. 
h the Glory chat ſhall be revealed. Heb:rr:z;, 


ped Jeſus, as held forth in the great and 
tous Promiſes, - and the intire Life of 


dee Life, are meaſured by theforementioned & 6: 44- 
ghatght and Aſſent, by which the Believer Gal: 2: 20. 
x bie his Sealto it, that GOD is true. | 


x 


inviflthe next, which is the ſecand general Mean for me ö 


Stereo the Reality and Increaſe of ſaving Faith, ſhalt 
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iione of Grace, * to the Tenor, and incou- 
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We and there- 1 Cor:27%: 
-iefly Myfterious: I ſay, chiefly, 
or that rhe LORD's Teftimony concerning the Works 
of Creation and Providence, belongeth allo unto that 
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ar ide Worlds were framed by the Nord 4 Heb: xx: 3. ww Mm 


Which will be mote manifeſt, if we confidet, That the 
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ty of that GOD who cannot lie, and ſpeaketh in his 
Ford. In this Event the Soul is accordingly ballanced 
ght, as to all the Enjoyments of Time, proſperous, - 
adverſe ; and therefore will neither be puffed up by ties 


N 
Meaſures of Sin are lothſom, and the Mar- Fiche 12. 5 Lo 


1 moreover, the Soul's embracing the 24, 25, 26. 


n r 
igen depending upon him as the Fountan F'bn 3: 33. 


en by the Exerciſe of that Faith in pleading at the. 
raging | 
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ll raging Chims which the Covenant of Grace affoxdeth 
Ando every Believer. I preſuppoſe the great 
2 2 Cor: E: and comprehenſive Promiſe, namely, 7 will 
16, 18. e their GOD, and they all be my People, 
1 Pet: t: 3, will be a Father unto them, and they ball; 
4 *© my Sons and Daughters, which.mawfeRt] 
.  -, Fcomprehends Grace and Glory, with what- 
r ever pertaineth to Life and Godlinels 
1 Cor: 3: All Things, faith the LORD, are your; = 
21, 22, 23: whether Paul, or Appollo, or Cephas, or td. 
Porld, or Life, or Death, or Things preſent, 
or Things to came + All are yours, and ye are Chriits, ani h 
Chriſt is GOD's. This is the Believer's large and rich I. 
Charter. But not inſiſting on theſe Generals, which ¶iy 
may aſſume as beyond Debate in this Matter, I ſha: 
1 condeſcend upon the following Particulars as ſpeci 
= Bleſlings, for which he, by Faith, pleadeth with Su 
ceſs at the forementioned Tribunal; and according 
his Dexterity and Improvement in theſe Regards, ü 
| Reality and Increaſe of Faith may be ſafely determine 
He toucheth, (t.) his continued Pleas upon Chrift 
- Righteouſneſs, which is the alone Righteouſneſs wher 
min he ſtandeth before our ſoveraigu, juſt and hol 
"LORD, and upon which alone he dare adventure 
bottom his Claim in all his Appearances, and ſeing 
18 in Chrift, he may reckon. upon a compleat Freed 
from Wrath, and a ſure Title to the whole Purchaſe 
the only Redeemer, who is his gracious Head and Hu 
= — band. He dare oy 8 took 7 0 
i: 45:24 upon any Thing elſe, fave that perfect Rigs c 
35 — 3 8 reouſaeſ in Ms ee before ö Mi 
x Cor. 1:30, righteous Judge of all the Earth; and henꝗ ne: 
37. in a Suitableneſfs unto his being freed fro ge; 
2 Cor: 5:21. the Remains of a contrary Strain anlf\,. 
Tlincture, reſulting from that legal Byal is 1 
- - which Mftill attenderh corrupt and proud Nature, mof,,; 
or leſs, he may ſafely paſs his Verdict concetning [om jov 
what of real Increaſe and Strength as to ſaving Faiſf ace 
6. On this Ground he may further try his Iomprovflhe 
| . E * 3 mei 


- 
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| 65 ; %, of f 371 ; * : | | 2 
went, bs ſome. habitual Dexterity, in pleading r 
u Counſel and Conduct, according to the ſeveral Exigen- 
fl ces of his Caſe, as circumftanced, both in Tempqtals 
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and Spirizuals : Foraſmuchas, every Thiug is ſpiritual | 


veto the ſpiritual Mind, and the Knowledge ofthe LORD 
YE and his Way, is the great Intereſt of one! 
ad all of the Children ot Light. (3) The Dal 43: 3» 
lame Trial may be made, by his pleading 1/ai;'8: 21. 
*in Faith for the Preſervation, Sitength- 2 Pet: 1219. 
US ening and Increaſe of Faith, together Luke 7:5. 
n with all the other Graces of the Spirit 3 Pſal: 95:17, 
an this being his great and continued Suit, & 38: 3.8. 
ieh That it would pleaſe the LORD. nerciful- Mark g: 23. 
y to eſtabliſn him in all theſe forementis- 2 Chro: 20. 
ned Reſpects. (4.) The ſame Enquiry may 
be made with Reterence to his pleading for 
the bringing down of the ftrong Holds of 
otruption, and againft the very Being of 4. 
Sin ; as alſo in a peculiar Manner, againſt 
theſe Sins which more eaſily beſet him. 
(J.) He may try it by his Pleadings, that 111 
the LORD would unravel the greateſt Sub- H 73: 17. 
tilties, and demoliſh the moſt formidable 2 Cor: 12: 
YStrengths of Temptation. (6.) In like 8, 9. 
Manner, let him examine himſelf, by his 
Whabitual Pleadings for Support, Quietneſs, and Sweet 
Waels of Mind, under the heavieſt and moſt 
| perplexing Troubles; as alſo for effectual 1 Cor: 103 
Deliverances out of them. And ſeing the 1777 m 
YLORD is the Hearer of Prayer, and an N 55. 22. 
habitual Exerciſe of the Soul in this Man- & 44, 4. 
ner, will not be, without ſome. real ang 
deſirable Succeſs in his own Way, and according to 


is pleaſed to beftow, it will be found, that the Pleadings 
and Succeſs in theſe Reſpects, will bear ſome ſweet and 


accotdingly' fair and clear: And tho? much of this way 
de hid for a Time, yet the whole ſhall tend to n 
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@ Body of Sin and Death, together with bur ſpecial ani 


erciſe of ſaving Faith 3 and for underſtanding this 
| o be g their Influence fo 
darkning our Minds, and hindering us in our Approach 
es to the LORD in the Name of Chriſt whether more 
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which he hath ſer apart to be whollyBſcer 
ployed in. his Worſhip : Such Occafionsthe; 
will readily diſcover the Strength of theſiſ 
Enemies, and our Improvement according 
Gal: 5:17, ly in overcoming them. (2.) More parti 

| - __, cularly, the Strength of Faith may be tri 
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ordinary, or ſuch as are more ſolemn, chiefly upon 'thean. 
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etuated Suggeſtions and Sollicitations 

to Unbelief, which our Boſom Enemies, inv 
Con junction with evil Spirits, and their Inſtruments, pr 
will not fail to propoſe and puſh; The Height unte 


will be of great Uſe to ſhew us the true State of Ma 
ters in the foreſaid R No gracious Perſon may 


notwithſtanding, in ſo fax as he is raiſed above that 
Hurt; and thele Difturbanges which they procute, he 
may _— with Safety paſs his Verdict in a Sutt- 

| leneſs to his Quietneſs, Strength, and aut 
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to its Influence, upon the 
D 74. Converſation, may be meaſured by our Dex- 
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* 


* Likall 


* 


N 
* 
„ 


1 ſhall not condeſcend at this ime. (40 Mat: 6; . 
The ſame Influence thereof upon the Con- & 187 76 
verſation may be brought to the Touch: Mark 8:34. 
tone, by trying the tweet Compoſure of l: 3 
our Spirits amidft Temptations and Trou- % 
les, and eſpecially when divers of them 1 Thef x 
W concur at the ſame Time, and to a greater 16. 

chan ordinary Height, | 
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lievet's Increaſe every Way. 62 He may try his Im- 


nean. Theſe we find in Scriprure are particularly conde- 


ended upon, as ſpecial Parts of Chriſt's Image, and . © 
nzitherefore the main . that Badge and Livery of tile 


MORD Jeſus, whi his Servants are adorned with, 
gad in the Exercileof which, much Serenity and Sweet- 


tFMeſs will be enjoyed, amidft the moſt perplexing Trou- | 

ri-Þles in Time. I mention this the 1ather, de- 0 
auſe many Incumbrances, which the Buſi - Math: i: 

neſs and Troubles of Time do fill afford, 28, 9. 
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rovement, by a rooted Humbledneſs and Meekneſs of 1h 
Spirit, throughout the whole Strain of his Converfati- 


theſe Springs; 
3 into ſecret Rancklipgs, in fad of a kindly _ 
uietnels and Meckneſs of Spirit, th the 
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he greateſt ts, foreſt 
23. Pinches, but alſo the ſureſt and [weetes 
| Rev: 2:17, Victories of Faith have Place here; Final. 
FF AMarkg:z;, 15 Growth, may be tried, according to the 
| 24. -:. Ser of our Spirits, with Reſpe& unta the. 
Dal 27: 1, ſeveral Petitions of the LORD's Prayer ; þ 
2, 3. Which certafaly contain the All of what, 
2... +... our Souls ſhould deſire, and a Mould. of li 
Heart ſuitable, unto theſe Peritions, is according to it, 
Meaſure; a ſure and ſweer Indication of à confirmed A 
State of true Religion, and undefiled. 
Query X. From what Evidences may the Seed ff, 

| Gree is wn in the Soul, be accounted ripe?  __ Ca 
A/ Tho' 1 can ſay little of this, being ſo very te. If, 
mote from the Experience, yet I ſhall adventure ro u.. 

\ preſent ſome what as what my Soul, thorow” GraceMl,.. 
| aſpireth after. And that I may expreſs my mean Thought, ry 
the more clearly, I preſuppoſe, (r.) That the Belie 
while in Time, ſerveth an Apprentiſhip for Glory. | 
Ef "Sx; WO leaſant Buſineſs upon Earth, to b 
* Matth: 5, * learning that Service, which is petform 1g 
ed compleatly in the higher Houſe, (2 Uv. 

, As this is performed, in the LORD IHtee 
3. Strength, by a Covrſe of Faith, expreſſeſin 
>, In the Chriftian's * denying himſelf, tak * 
ing up his Croſs daily, and followin 
LORD; To all the Workinþs of that Fait 
: 34+ under Heaven's Tnfluences, devolve r 
tively into the Exercife ' of evangelicig; 
Gal. Love. The improving Chtiſtian gros pic 
4 ha eth herein, and according to his Improvwa.. f 
[/ ment in this, he-advanceth every other Way, and pert 
mis Manner, he approacheth towards th eon 
t Cor: 13: Eſtate, wherein Faith and Hope are * f turi 

- 2 12,13. lowed up in glorious. Love, and perſ Gra 
ll, Enjoyment. (3.) Every gracious Fefe 
_ 2, 3, &c, wall beat length made ripe in a gracidfſeic; 
ute; for nothing that's wopure n 
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to this (tho' otherwiſe Matter of juſt Eph: 5: 272. Ra | 


Humiliation before GOD) that much of 


the Ripeneſs is ſometime wanting, when yet the Be- 
liever's Day is near a Cloſe; for the Work 9 


sthe LOR D's; and wrougnt by a *'crea- * Eph: 2: NF . 


tive Power, which can ſoon make up what's 10. 55 
deficient. Theſe Remarks premiſed, I Ro; 16. 20. 
would think the Ripeneſs of the Seed o ß 
ſwing Grace ( to my poor Reach) may conſiſt in the 
following Particulars taken together. (t.) A. confirm 


Jed Faith concerning the Reality of Things ſpiritual and. 


eternal, and ſuch believing Views of the inviſible Glo- 


ry. of another World, as alſo of the whole Syſteme of 


revealed. Goſpel Truth, with every Thing elſe thereto. 


belonging, as ſatisſieth the Soul to the full about theſe. - 


als (and fome very ſharp ) about the Remains of the. 
Vail that's upon his Heart. Much of Darkneſs about 
the Glory of Chriſt, and the Truth as it is in Chriſt ſe- 


Ius, ſtraitneth him not a little during his Pilgrimage, 
ind N Handles to manifold Seis of Temptations, 


ado 


theſe weighty Matters, which I'need nor.conde- 


'Wſcead upon in this Manner, Only, it's a conſiderable 


part of Ripeneſs for Glory, when theſe 
Miſts are happily diſpell'd, and the * Suſ- * Heb: 11: 


Ipicions, Fears and Failures of Faith about 1. W 
a future eternal Eftate, and every Thing John 3: 33, 
Ipertaining thereunto, ate happily over- & 6: 68, 
'Yeome. (z.) It further belongs to this Ma- 69. 


urity, that the Believer have, thorow Tſai: 25. 7 


Grace, ſurmounted his Doubts, Fears, and 2 Cor: 3: 


*fitations, with Reſpe& to his awn gra- 18, 19. 


lYcious.? Eſtate, and his. eternal. Wellkare. 


While he continueth much in the Dark as to this great 
Matter, he cannot look upon himſelf as ripe, nor enter- 
tain with Comfort the Thoughts of entring upon an 
eternal Eſtate. But when this great Buſineſs is ſet in 
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8 65 Sing of Death i 4 and de | 
7 raiſed unto a Finednoſs tor ſingi . 
18. 78. Triumph over: it, O Peau, when: 181 
Sting! &c. Who fball ſcharute as from the! 
f | a 34,15. LE of Chri# ? I kom that 'my\ Redeemey 
= 20 25 25, liveth Kc. c. (z.) It is a moſt needful! 
25, 17. Part of this A that the Believer 
bade, in the LORD's Strength, made good 
Advances in his Generation Work, according tothe 
| Station whereig the LORD had placed him. ſt is ne- 
4 » ceflary towards 4 comfortable Account, 
| * Los . that the Maſter' s Goqds be * improven to 
_ fome''ptoportioned Inereaſe. The Work 
Ale 25: ol Time muſt be dane, in Ordet to an a- 
2 , Fr. Je Paſſage out of it. _ of this the 
A LORD is pleaſed ſom to give Ini 
mation to ee us he 1 c 
| e 6: his comin an * awaketing 2 
| OY whereby the 1 is flirred uß 
niſhed and determined to —— mon 
-of Work in a ſhort Time, than "he 
long while in the former Courſe of his Lis e wa 
to run long, and therefore Eb 
_ Deut. et ; Witne "+ Mo e * ug, and other 
e. 29. E "who did a eat Deal of Wort th 
0.& Jx.8. ter Parts „ tho' full» 
33. buſted der — hole. il, By 
And Toſs, This'Mitutity'of the: Seed, aud Readinef 
up. 24. for Death, containeth ſome tooted E 
| through" ence" of Heaven's Work Cui en | 
| o. | have Place in Time) and ſo much of a Kin 
LEN of familiar Acquaintance- 'therewith,-as1 
ie > (hoy the Paiſage, hen we muſt encoun 
s. I underfland ſuch a Confi 
wk Fatt zun nd do he turned into. Fri 
py 44 10 much pf the Love of Chiift-proceedin 
_ from thence, that ("may I'foexpreſs it our LOI 1 
as it Wete, ori the other Bide-of. a Sea of Brin 
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